Presidents Address 
It is my great honour to welcome you to Wexford Wanderers Rugby Football Club as the first Woman President to be elected by the Club. I wish to thank all those who have congratulated me since taking office and I look forward to working with all club members, players, coaches and officers to build on the achievements of the past few seasons under my predecessors Mr. Gerry Cassidy and Mr. Pat Ryan Snr.

The main achievement in terms of club infrastructure in the past 18 months has been the installation of Match Standard Floodlighting which will enable us to hold more matches on our main pitch at times more suited to our members and visiting clubs. Credit is due to all involved for promoting, fundraising and implementing this exciting venture. Current plans are at an advanced stage to develop underused part of our grounds to develop training paddocks for our minis and youths section to alleviate pressure on our pitches due to the massive increase in playing numbers. The clubs recent success in the Ulsterbank RugbyForce competition will provide a welcome initial financial boost to the fundraising required for this development. However, like all voluntary organisations fundraising is a constant struggle and any help we receive is greatly appreciated.
The success of our youth section over the past number of seasons is evident every weekend with our volunteer coaches fielding teams from Under 19 to Under 8. Indeed in the past two seasons Wexford Wanderers RFC have fielded 2 teams at Under 17 and Under 14 level due to numbers participating. Credit is due to all the players, parents, coaches and helpers involved and I wish them continued success and enjoyment. 

The experience of our Senior Men's and Women's teams over the past 12 months has been quite varied. The Women’s Team "The Vixens" competed for the first time in Division 3 of the Leinster League and performed exceptionally well in both league and cup competitions. Well done to Captain Carrie Doyle and the players who performed so well over the season and all the coaching and managerial staff involved. The introduction of a Junior Girls section this year augers well for the future of Women’s Rugby at the club and I look forward to further progress from the Vixens in the coming season under Captain Fleur Moran.
The past season for the Men’s 1st team was very trying with relegation to Division 2B of the Leinster League and early exits from the Provincial Towns Cup and Plate competitions. However this is a young side which under the stewardship of Club Captain Chris Walsh and coaches Maurice Logue and Aidan Buckley continues to gain in confidence and experience and will be strengthened by the ongoing development of younger players in our 2nds side under the guidance of team coach Declan Rossiter. The introduction of an under 19 team this year is a major step forward for the club and early indications suggest a successful season ahead which will add to the development of the club in the years ahead.
The Cricket section of Wexford Wanderers has enjoyed considerable success in the past season with the 1st team securing 3rd place in the Leinster League and the Seconds side putting in consistently good performances. The resurgence of cricket can on some level be attributed to the success of the national side over the past 12 months particularly the victory over England. The organisational strength of the Cricket section of Wexford Wanderers has enabled the club to benefit from this renewed interest in cricket and new members are always welcome.

I would also like to thank the staff and volunteers who keep Wexford Wanderers running behind the scenes. Billy Morris and the Ground keeping Staff were severely tested in the past season by the severe weather we experienced, but it is a testament to their dedication and ability that the grounds were in use for rugby until mid May.

Finally I extend my sincere thanks to Mick McMahon and his team who run the bar and maintain the clubhouse in excellent and envied condition. I also wish to thank the endless list of willing volunteers who staff the shop and cater for players, parents and anyone who visits Wexford Wanderers. It is due to this combined effort that Wexford Wanderers retains a reputation for hospitality that ensures visiting teams leave Wexford knowing that the welcome afforded to them will be waiting on their return in the future.

My very best wishes to you all for the coming season and the health to enjoy it !

Yours in Rugby

Deborah Carty

President

